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A MOTOCROSS charity has shown its commit-
ment to helping the environment by using
eco-friendly bikes powered by electricity.

Staff at the Dover-based
Motocross Challenge Project
(MXCP) took delivery of one of the
Swiss-made green machines on
Wednesday and said they would
eventually like all the bikes they
use to be free of pollutants.

Project manager Ric Newton
said: Ol think itOs an amazing piece
of equipment. IOve seen itin oper-
ation and believe itOs the way for-
ward and something we should
be promoting to young people.

OThey need to know how
important it is to look after the
environment. Things arenOt going
to change overnight, but technolo-
gy like this will help because
there will be less noise pollution
and no need for fuel.

OWe want to be able to keep a
couple of the bikes and promote
them further because we aim to

be a Ogreend training school and

thatOs what the world has got to
be about.O
Facilities

MXCP works with Kent
County Council, the prison serv-
ice and other organisations to
help young people learn outside
the classroom. Members of the
public can also use its facilities
at the weekend.

The bikes tested this week
were developed by Quantya,
which released its first electric
off-road bike the FMX in 2007.

Its successor the Track came
out last year, as did its road-legal
sister the Strada.

Quantya has been advertising
its green initiative at motoring
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exhibitions  throughout the
world and MXCP is only too
happy to help spread the word.

Mr Newton, who is a former
professional motocross rider, said
of the project: OItOs an educational
program that benefits young
people because it is away from
the school environment and they
are able to learn about something
they are really interested in.

OThey learn how to do things
like basic oil changes all the way
up to how to rebuild a bike, and
most of the same principles
would apply with the ones that
are powered by electricityO

Mr Newton said the Quantya
bikes cost about £7,000 to buy
and take about two hours to
fully charge. The power would
then last for an hourOs worth of
racing or about two-and-a-half
hours of regular use.

He added: OBecause the noise
of the bikes is minimal and
there is no pollution, we could
potentially show them off in
school playgrounds which would
really help our outreach project.

Ol think young people are nat-
urally attracted to bike-riding
because of the thrill and excite-
ment and if they can learn to be
eco-friendly while doing so then
that can only be a good thing.O

Visit www.mxcp.users.btopen-
world.com for more information
about the Motocross Challenge
Project.
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